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THE TOKYO CONVENTION ACT, 1975 
(2001973) 

‘To give effect to the Convention of offences an 
certain other acts commited oa board irra 

WHEREAS a Conveation on offences and certale 
‘ther acts committed on board rcaft was on the Four 
teenth day of September, 1963 signed af Tokyo; 

AND WHEREAS itis expedient that India should 
sccede 10 the sald Convention and should make provi- 
sions fr giving effec thereto; 

BE. it enacted by Parliament inthe Twenty sixth 
year ofthe Republic of India 3 flloes;— 

CHAPTER T 
Preliminary 

1. Short title, extent and commencement — (1) 
‘This Act may be called the Tokyo Convention Act, 1975. 

{@) Itextends tothe whole of India, 
(2) It shall come into force on such date as the 

CCeniral Government may, hy aoiieatan i the Official 
Gazewe, appoint 

cnarten tt 

2. Definitions — (1) In this At, uaes the enstext 
ctherwise requires, — 

(2) “airrat 
repitered 
(9) amity since 
(iy an aircraft elonging ta. oF exsinsvely ployed in the sete of the Sat. 

(©) “appeopriate authority” means — 
(4) in rotation of nia, any pojie officer not elo th rksan Asian Subs Isp tor se say Iemigration Office, and 
Gi) im relation to any ofher countey, being a 

Convention country, any officer ha 
functions cortesponding 1 the fenctions in 
India ether of a police officer not below 
the rank of a AssiuantSubslaspector or of 
an Immigration Officer; 

(©) “commander” in eldtion to an aireraft, means 
the member ofthe crew designated as commander 
‘ofthe arera(t by the operator thereof o fa 
sueh a person, the person who is for the time 
being the pilot-in-command ofthe aircraft 

(4) “Convention country” means a county in which 
the Tokyo Convention is forthe Ue being in 
force; 

(e) “Indian registred sirraft” means an aiceaft— 
(A) which is for the time being registered in 

India, 
(B) which is not for the time beng registered in 

ny country But in the ease of which ler 
{he operator ofthe aireraft ofeach person 
ented as owner to any legal or beneficial 
Interest ia it satisfies the following 
reyueements. samely— 
(i) that he isa person qualified wo be owner 

‘oF a fegal or beneficial interes in an 
tivcraft registered in Tia; and 

Ub) that ees 
ot busi 

has his pecipal place 
ef India oF 

4€) which, for he time being registred in ay 
untry other than Indi, 6 For the time 
ong chartered hy demise 10 8 pesin wh 
So persons cach of whim. sliaticy the 
requiem specified in sub-clause 110 
sn i: 

6 -witary wince” means an aircraft ofthe wav 
tay ai free of any country and includes 

very aictaft. commanded hy a person i aa 
rilitary oF aie force service, detailed for the 
purpose: 
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(@) “operator in elation oan alrcrat at any time, ‘means the’ person who at that time bas the ‘management of the airrat: 
() “pilot-in-command”, in relation to an aircraft ‘cans a person who for the'time being is 

charge of the piloting of the alreraft witout ‘being under the directions of any other pilot in ‘he aircraft and responsible forthe operation and safety of the aircrat during Might time; 
(“Tokyo Convention” means the Conveation on 

offences and cerain ether acis committed on ‘oad aircraft signed at Tokyo oa the Fourteenth 
ay of September, 1963;, 

() any reference 10 4 country of to the terial limits thereof shall be consrved as incioding feference othe tertteril waters, if any, ofthat 
‘country, and any reference to an aircraft in ight 
shall include a refereace o an aircraft during ny petiod when ts onthe surface ofthe sea of land but not within the territorial limits of any ‘county. 

(2) For the purposes of this Act, the period during ‘ich an aircraft is i ight shall be deemed to inclade 
‘any period from the moment when power is applied for 
the purpose of the aircraft taking off on a igh wt the 
‘moment when the landing en, i any, at the termination 
ofthat fight ends; and for the purposes of section 5 the 
aforesaid period shall also be deemed to include — 

(Way farther period from the moment when all 
extemal doors, if any, ofthe aireraft ae closed 
following embarkation for a Might vail the 
‘moment when any such door is opened for embarkation ater that fight, 

(i) iC Wealrerat makes a forced landing any pesiod 
thereafter until the Gime — 
(a) in a case where the forced landing takes 

place in india, when he appeopeate auth 
Arrives atthe place of such forced ln 
ond 

(©) in any other case when the appropriate 
Authority takes over the responsibility for 
the airraft and forthe persons and property 
‘on hoard the sirraft 

CHAPTER IIE 
Otences 

3. Application of criminal Inw to aircraft — (1) 
Any act or omission taking place on hoard am Indian 
fegistered aircraft while in Might csewhere than in ot 

‘over India which, if taking place in India, wou 
sonsttuie an offence under any law in force in India 
shal constitute that offence: 

Provided that this sub-section shall not apply to any 
{ct oF omission which is expressly or impliedly autho- 
ised by or under any law of a country outside Ind 
‘were the aircraft in ight, 

(2) No proceedings for an offence under ny taw in 
force in india, commited on board an aircraft while in 
fight elsewbere than in or over India (other than an 
‘offence under the Aircraft Act, 1934), (2 of 1934) stall 
‘be insitatedencept by oF with the consent ofthe Central 
Goveroment 

{@) Nothing contained in sub-section (2) shall pre- ‘vent the arrest, or the issue of a warrant forthe atest, of 
any perton in expect of any offence, or the remand 
custody of on bail of any person charged 
offence 

any 

4. Provisions as. to Extradition Act — For the 
purposes of application of the Extradition Act, 1962 (34 
‘f 1962) to crimes. committed on hoard an aicralt in 
Sight, any aircraft registered in 2 Convention country 
Shall, at any time while that aircraft += ia ght. be 
‘deemed 10 be within the jurisdiction of dat country, 
whether or not itis for the time Being also within the 
jorisdction of any other county 

$. Powers of commander of aircraft — (1) Ifthe 
‘commander ofan aircraft i Might, wherever the aircraft 
may be, has reasonable grounds 10 Believe in respect of 
any person onboard the aireraft — 

(a) thatthe person in quéston has done or is shout todo any act on the aieraft while tn ight 
whch jeopardises ot may jeopaedise— 
(0 te safety of the aircraft of of enone ot 

property on hoatd the aera; oe 
i) the good order and discipline on Hoard the 

alreratt oe 
() that the person in question has done on the aircraft wile in light any act which the 

‘opinion ofthe commander is an offence wader any law fore sh the country 48 which the 
acral registered not Dein aw 
ature of based oa racial oF religious 
“crimination, 

then, subject tthe provisions of sub-section (4), the 
{commander may take with respect 0 that peenon seh 
reasonable measures, cluding restatit of bis per,
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han oat 
‘may be necessary — 

(© to protect the safety ofthe sieraft oof persons ‘or property on Board the ata; oF 
(i) to maintain good order and discipline on board the aterat; oF 
(it to enable the commander to disembark or eliver that person ia accordance with the provisions of sub-section (3). 
(2) The aircraft commander may require the asis- 

tance of ote crew members and may request, but not Fequie, the assistance of passengers or authorise other 
‘crew members and passengers, t0 restrain any person 
‘whom be is ented to restrain, 

(2) Any crew member or passenger als take reason 
able preventive measures without a8y authorisation un- ‘er sub-section 2) when be has reasonable rounds 10 betieve that such action is immediately necestary 10 
Protect the safety ofthe aircraft. or of persons of prop- 
cent there, 

(4) Any restraint imposed on any person on board an aircraft under the powers contered by he foregoing 
provisions of the section shall not be continued after the time when the aircraft (irs thereafter ceases to be i 
Aight unless before oF a8 won as i reasonably pact 
cable after that time, the commander of the sicraft 
‘causes notification ofthe fact that a perton board the alrraftis under restrain and of the reasons therefor to 
‘be sent to the appropiate authority ofthe country in 
‘which the aircraft so ceases to be in light, but subject o 
such notification may be cotinsed after that time — 

(2) for any period (including the period of any 
fener Migh) between tat tine abd te 

fer on which the 
‘Sanders ae ity euite set 
fof the appropriate authorities to disembark 
fo deliver the person under restraint im ‘accordance wih he provisions of subsection hor 

() ie person under restraa agrestoceatinse his jourmey under restaint on Board that sista 
(5) The commander ofan aircraft — 

(2) im the case of any person on oad the arerft he has reasonable prounds — 
( torelieve as mentioned in claus (a) of 

sub-section (1) and 
(Gi) Believe that tis necessary 50 

isa Docass 
oe 

in order to protect the safety of the 
aircraft of persons oF property on 
‘oar the aircraft orto maintain good 
‘onder and discipline on board th si- 
eat, 

may disembark that pesoo in any country in which that 
aircraft may be; and 

(©) ifn the case of any person 08 board the 
‘eraf, he was eascouble grounds toelieve 
as mentioned in clause (D) of sub-section 
‘gma detiver that person tothe appropriate 
authority 

(6) The commander of a sveeft — 
* (a) ithe disembarks any person in prsuance of 

‘lause (2) of sub-section (3), inthe case of 
an Indian registered aircraft in any country (Fine ease of anyother iran India, ‘Shall report the fat of, andthe reasoas fr, {hat disembarkation to — 
(the appropriate authority in the coun- 

ny of dseabarkation, and 
(i) the appropiate diplomatic or consular 

‘officer of the country of nationality of 
that perso, 

(©) if be intends 0 deliver any person in 
pursuance of clause (b) of sub-section ($0 
IInd; orn the cae of an India registered 
aircraft, im any other country, which is a 
CConvestion country, shall before or 38 $008 

reasonably practicable afer landing give 
‘otiication his intention and of the reasons Uerefore — 
(©) tothe appropriate authority: and 

sn ether case tothe appropiate diplo- 
malic or consular officer ofthe e048: 
try of nationality of that person; 

w 

and any commander ofan srcraft who without reason 
able cause falls o comply with the requirements ofthis 
sub-section shall be lable 6a summary conviction 1 a 
fine no exceeding one thousand rupees. 

(6, Jursdietion — (1) For the avoidance of doubt 
Wi hereby declared that forthe purpose of any proceed 
ings beforea court in India, any court having jurisdiction 
In eespect of pracy commited om the high seas shall 
have Jurisdiction i respect of offences and other acts 
committed on board an aireraft 3s Jeseribed ia this Act 
wherever that offence or act 8 cmnmitied, 



14 
‘THE TOKYO CONVENTION ACT, 1975 

(2) For the purposes of conferring jurisdiction, an offence under any law in force in India, commited on ‘board an alrcraft in Might shall be deemed to have bese committed in any place in India whet the offender may for the une being, be 
7. Provisions as to evidence In correction with raft — (1) Wherein any proceedings before a court {India for an offence orotber act commited on board fan aircraft the testimony of any person is required und 

10 the subject 8S previously made 08 oath by ‘at person outside India which was so made 
(a) inte presence of the person charged with Whe offence; nd 
(©) before a judge or a maginzate of «coustry Sach as is mentioned inthe Firat Schedule Wo the Chzenship Act. 1955 (57 of 1983), oF before a consular officer ofthe Centra 

(2) Any such deposition shal be authenticated by the ‘signature of the judge, magistate or consular officer before whom it was made and he shall certty that the Person charged with the offence was presen a the aking of the deposition 
(2) 1 shalt not be necessary in any proceedings to rove the signature or official character ofthe person Appearing s0 10 have authenticated any such deposition ‘orto have given such a certificate, and such a ceificte ‘shall, unless the contrary is proved, be sufficieat evi ence in any proceedings thatthe person charged wih the offence was present atte making of the deposition 
(4) IF complaint is made to such a conselaroicer ‘aforesaid that any offence has been commited on ot Indian registred airralt while in Might elewhere thon ‘or over India, that officer may enguite into the ese upon oath 
(5) tn tis section — 

(2) the expression “deposition” inode a af ‘avi atfimation o statement made pen ath and 

(©) the expression “oath” incledes an afirmas tion oF declaration in the case of persons allowed bylaw to affirm or declare instead of swearing: 
‘nd nothing contained i this section shall prejudice the Admission as evidence of any deposition wich is admis. sible in evidence apart fom this section 
‘Provisions as to documentary evidence —(1) In any legal proceedings under tis Act. a document pub ished by the Ministry of the Central Government deal. {ng with Civit Aviation and parporting to be the publica. ton known as “Aerosautical Information Publication” or 1 poblication of the series known as "Notam’ and ‘Aeronaujcal Information Cicular shall be evidence of ‘the mauers appearing from that document. 
(2) Any message or signa ransmited to or received ftom an aircraft which relates to the position of the ircraft will be ueated as evidence of certain records and shall apply to any legal proceedings. 

CHAPTER IV 
Miscellaneous 

9. Power to upply the provisions of Act with ‘modifications to certain alrcraft — The Ceniral Gow. mment may. by notieaton in the Official Gazete, ‘irect that all or any ofthe provisions ofthis Aet shall ‘pply tan irra refered in sub-clause (B) of clause {€) of sub-section (1) of section 2, subject to such mod. ‘cations a8 may be specified inthe notification. 
10, Contracting Parties to Convention —The Ce tral Government may, by notification in the Oficial Gaze, certify a8 to who ate the contracting partes to the Tokyo Conveation and to what extent they have availed themselves ofthe provisions of the Convention, snd any such notification by the Cental Government shall be conclusive evidence of the matters certified therein 

certain aircraft tobe registered | Convention country — tthe Cental Governments Satisfied that the requirement of Article LB ofthe Tokyo Conveition have been satisfied in relation any alr raft. may. by notification in the Official Gare, dice that such aiecrat shal, forthe purposes ot this ‘Ashe treated as registered i such Convention country ‘as muy be specified inthe notification 


